
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 18 October 2001] 

 p839b-844a 
Hon Peter Foss; Hon Dee Margetts; Hon Ed Dermer; Hon Giz Watson; Hon Dr Christine Sharp; Hon Robin 

Chapple; Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

Division 39: Conservation and Land Management - 

Question:  Hon Peter Foss asked:  I refer to page 641 of the Budget Statements and the creation of 30 new 
national parks. I would like to distribute a list of regenerated forests in national parks. In the list of proposed 
national parks that contain regenerated forest, are there any omissions or wrong inclusions? Does that correctly 
state the amount of hectares of regenerated forests in those proposed national parks?  What would be the annual 
yield on a sustainable basis of timber if those areas were reharvested? 

Answer:  Table 1 (attached) lists the area of regrowth forest, by forest block, within each of the proposed 
national parks.  These areas are the net addition to the reserve system - they exclude regrowth forest within 
informal reserves and areas that were previously set aside from timber harvesting under the 1994-2003 Forest 
Management Plan, Regional Forest Agreement, and the Ministerial Advisory Group on Karri and Tingle.  The 
precise boundaries for many of the proposed new national parks are still under active consideration. 

The total area of jarrah regeneration within these areas is approximately 4,700 hectares, located mostly within 
the Warren Region.  Because these stands are very young, their estimated contribution to the sustained yield of 
first and second grade sawlogs during the period to 2040 averages only 100 cubic metres per annum.  In the 
longer-term, mainly in the period 2040 to 2200, the average contribution is 1,700 cubic metres per annum of 
grade 1 and 2 sawlogs.   

Approximately 8,300 hectares of regrowth karri forest are contained within the proposed park boundaries.  In the 
short-term period to 2020, the estimated contribution from these stands to the sustained yield of first and second 
grade sawlog is approximately 2,500 cubic metres per annum. Over the period 2020 to 2150, the average annual 
sawlog production from these areas would be approximately 22,000 cubic metres 

Most of the forest blocks listed in Table 1 contain a mixture of old-growth, regrowth and ‘other’ non old-growth 
forest.  There is a total of approximately 23,500 hectares of ‘other’ non old-growth forest.  These stands have 
been previously cut-over and contain varied proportions of regrowth and mature trees.  They would make a 
significant contribution to the short-term sustained yield of both jarrah and karri sawlog during the period to 
2040.   

Table 1       Areas of regrowth forest within proposed national parks (hectares) 
 
Proposed National Park Forest Block Regrowth area 
Boorara-Gardner Babbington 50 

Boorara 150 
Gardner 1,220 

 
Boyndaminup Boyndaminup 60 
 
Butler Butler 160 

Darradup 30 
 
Greater Beedelup Beavis 1,040 

Carey 1,250 
Giblett 40 

   
Greater Dordagup Poole 70 

Sutton 40 
   
Greater Hawke Crowea 10 

Dombakup 10 
   
Greater Kingston Corbal 200 

Dudijup 20 
Dwalgan 30 
Mersea 110 

   
Hilliger Blackpoint 30 

Hilliger 190 
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Jane Jane 400 
   
Lake Muir Chitelup 340 

Poorginup 120 
Spring 10 

   
Walpole Wilderness Burnett 10 

Dawson 310 
Deep 880 
Frankland 270 
Harewood 10 
Keystone 670 
Lochart 1,990 
Long 70 
Mossop 20 
Ordnance 30 
Rocky 120 
Sharpe 50 
Swarbrick 670 
Thomson 720 
Wattle 50 
Weld 70 
Wye 1,460 

Source: Forest Management Information System 23/10/01 

Question:  Hon Dee Margetts asked:  Was the advisory committee asked to avoid provision for compensation 
measures? 

Answer:  No.  However, the advisory committee was certainly aware of the legislative provisions providing for 
the possibility of compensation in the event that establishment of a marine park precludes existing commercial 
fishing and related activities and losses are suffered as a result.  This matter was discussed in committee and the 
committee acknowledged that an outcome that involved significant compensation may adversely affect the 
establishment of this park. 

Question:  The Hon Peter Foss asked:  I refer to an answer given earlier about the half-million-dollar reduction 
in scientific research, under the priority assurance dividend. This sounds like a significant amount. Will the 
Minister give the total amount spent by the department on research, and what percentage this reduction 
represents. Is this a global reduction, or has particular research been identified that will not now take place. 

Answer:  The allocation to Science Division in 2000/01 was set at $10,354,704, with additional external funds 
and allocations from special programs including the Salinity Strategy and Gascoyne Murchison Strategy.  The 
budget reduction that has been imposed from last year’s allocation is $530,000.  This represents a reduction of 
5.84% on the above consolidated fund component of the Science Division budget. 

The Science Division is meeting the challenge of the budget reduction by bringing some scientific research 
activities to an early close, by reallocating priorities to the highest priority research functions and by deferring 
the date of completion of some projects and activities through lower staff allocations.  A total of 6 staff 
employed in Science Division took voluntary severance at the end of June 2001 as part of the overall budget 
savings strategy.   

Question: The Hon Ed Dermer MLC asked:  On page 643 the second initiative listed in this section reads - 

Commission digital focus on the Lowell Telescope in order to improve quality and quantity of 
observations. 

I would like further information about the advantages that will result from this initiative. 

Answer:  The 24 inch Lowell Telescope is the Perth Observatory’s largest aperture telescope. It is on indefinite 
loan to Western Australia from NASA and the Lowell Observatory Arizona.  The commissioning of a digital 
focus in place of the manual focus will allow the number of observations to be substantially increased because it 
will provide more rapid focussing of the instrument.  The Lowell Telescope is used to monitor galaxies in search 
of supernova (exploding stars), to monitor their brightness, which allows for an understanding of the physical 
processes. The Lowell Telescope is also used to monitor the brightness of other stars in order to undertake 
observational studies important to modern cosmological theories.  It is also used to view brightness changes of 
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known comets to study these remnants of the formation of the solar system.  The telescope is regularly used by 
tertiary students. 

Questions from Hon Giz Watson MLC  

(1) I refer to page 636 of the Budget Papers and the review of Ningaloo Marine Park management plan - 

(a) What does the review involve? 

(b) When will the review be completed? 

(2) Regarding the public consultation process for the proposed Montebello/Barrow Islands and Dampier 
Archipelago/ Cape Preston Marine Parks - 

(a) What is the budget allocation for these consultations? 

(b) When are these marine parks expected to be proclaimed? 

Answer: 

(1) (a) The review involves - 

•  An analysis of management in the Ningaloo Marine Park over the past ten years. 

•  A public consultation program (Have Your Say). 

•  A review and potential revision of the existing zoning scheme. 

•  A review of the park’s boundaries in relation to possible extensions to the park or new 
reserves. 

•  Development of an options paper for Marine Parks and Reserves Authority and 
stakeholder comment . 

•  Revision of the current management plan. 

•  A  three-month public submission period. 

•  A finalised management plan for the following 10 years. 

(b) The review is intended to be completed, with all relevant approvals, by mid 2003.  

(2) (a) The allocations for the public consultation processes in the 2001-2002 budget, inclusive of the 
development of the indicative management plan by the community-based advisory committees 
for the proposed Montebello/Barrow Islands and Dampier Archipelago/ Cape Preston Marine 
Parks are $74,000 and $117,000 respectively. 

(b) Current planning timetables are to have the reserves in place in 2004/2005. 

Questions from Hon Dr Christine Sharp MLC 

(a) Output 1 Nature Conservation 

When will the review of the Shannon National Park Management Plan be completed? 

(b) Output 2 Sustainable Forest Management 

The MOU between this department and Forests Products Commission is in the nature of a list of topics.  
How are the details of these various arrangements specified?  Are these detailed agreements publicly 
available?  

(c) Output 1 Nature Conservation 

How many hectares of national parks and reserves are located in Southern Swan Coastal Plain? 
(Mandurah to Dunsborough)? Please also list the names of these areas. 

(d) Output 1 Nature Conservation 

(i) With regards to TUART Forest conservation, how much of the original pre-1750 extent is in 
secure reserves. 

(ii) Does TUART forest conservation meet JANIS criteria?  If yes, please substantiate. 

(e) Output 2 Sustainable Forest Management, Output 4 Parks and Visitor Services 

With regard to road maintenance; clearing of fallen trees and branches off roads; white ant treatment 
on wooden structures; reviewing visitor information; building repairs; etc - 
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(i) Can you demonstrate that maintenance standards will be acceptable for both these outputs? 
How? 

(ii) What is the appropriation? 

(iii) Trends in appropriation? 

(iv) Is this service done on a cost for service basis? 

Answer: 

(a) The draft management plan is intended to be released in 2002 with the final released in mid 2003. 

(b) Under the MOU the Department and the Forest Products Commission have agreed to develop “working 
arrangements’ for a number of activities. It is expected that following the resolution of outstanding 
issues the working arrangements documents will be finalised in the near future. The documents will be 
available at that time. 

(c) The following is a list of existing reserves (note names in parentheses are unofficial names): 

NATIONAL PARKS  area (ha) 

Yalgorup    13090 

Tuart Forest     2049 

CONSERVATION PARKS  

Len Howard         67 

(Leschenault Inlet)      581  

Section 5(1)(g) CALM Act reserves  

Res 45057        16 

NATURE RESERVES 

Res 35283         129 

Res 8185 Creery Is       74 

Res 4990 Austin Bay   1659 

Res 41184                    16 

Res 13359                      3 

Res 2738 Mealup Point       30 

Res 24739 McLarty       48 

Res 6627 Lake Mealup      37 

Res 44977                    27 

Res 39404 Lake McLarty    184 

Res 44978                    35 

Res 23756 Kooljerrenup  1019 

Res 16907 Nine Mile Lake   113 

Res 6268                    15 

Res 5098 (Marrarup)    121 

Res 22199 Buller     301 

Res 12049 Harvey Flats      79 

Res 12632 Riverdale      38 

Res 24472 Crampton      37 

Res 2517 (Byrd Swamp)      41 

Res 34811 Benger Swamp   555 

Res 40564                      6 
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Res 38393 Morangarel        5 

Res 46108                     12 

Res 16144 Capel        94 

Res 44838                     32 

Res 33269 (Ruabon townsite)   33 

Res 46006                     24 

Res 46070                        4 

Res 31188 Sabina        46 

Res 41568                     21 

Res 25836                       1 

Res 26620                       3 

Res 27080 Broadwater       80 

Res 41972 Locke      200  

The following additions to reserves are proposed: 

NATIONAL PARKS   area(ha) 

Yalgorup  2328 

Tuart Forest    105 

CONSERVATION PARKS 

(Leschenault Inlet) 1115 

(d)(i) Records to December 2001 indicate that approximately 9,350 hectares of tuart forest is in existing or 
proposed reserves managed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management. Another 980 
hectares of tuart occur in patches in State forest between Gnangara and Busselton, and 12,900 hectares 
is on land not managed by the Department. A number of studies since the early 1980s have mapped the 
various categories of tuart and generated estimates of the pre-1750 extent of the forest. These estimates 
range from 103,000 to 130,000 hectares. 

(d)(ii) The JANIS criteria include targets for the proportion of pre-1750 extent and old-growth forest in 
reserves.  The JANIS target is, where possible, for 15% of the pre-1750 extent to be reserved.  
Estimates of the area of forest that is within reserves managed by the Department range from 7 to 9% 
depending on the estimate of the pre-1750 extent that is adopted.  However, the tuart forest is comprised 
of a variety of vegetation complexes and structural types and the representation of particular types (such 
as woodland categories) will vary.  The analysis of the amount of old growth in reserves requires the 
development of operational criteria to define old growth, followed by mapping, analysis of data, and 
field verification.  This has not been undertaken.  It is likely that limited areas of tuart would satisfy old-
growth criteria relating to age and minimal disturbance by harvesting, grazing and mining.   

(e) (i) Yes. There is ongoing commitment to maintenance of roads and other built assets. 
Departmental Districts have maintenance systems and checklists in place. 

(ii) The local allocation of maintenance budgets is still being determined. An allocation of 
$500 000 has been made specifically for maintenance of tourist roads and is augmented by 
additional recurrent funding. 

(iii) Over the last two years greater emphasis has been given to maintenance of existing road and 
built assets as compared to building new roads and facilities. It is anticipated the appropriation 
will increase as a result of implementation of the “Protecting our old growth forests” policy. 

(iv) The majority of maintenance is undertaken by staff of the Department as part of the normal 
works program. Some road maintenance is undertaken through service agreements with local 
authorities and road contractors. 

Questions from Hon Robin Chapple MLC:   

(1) Is it proposed that a dual use conservation area be established adjacent to the east of the Karijini 
National Park?  If so, when will this be established? 
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(2) What, if any, budgetary provision exists to assist in the establishment of such a conservation area? 

Answer: 

(1) The Department of Conservation and Land Management has been discussing with other Government 
agencies and mining companies how conservation outcomes can be achieved on areas to the east of 
Karijini National Park which are of interest for mining and for conservation. There is no timetable to 
establish a specific reserve although discussions are continuing. 

(2) No specific budget provision has been made. 

Question  from Hon Peter Foss MLC:  As part of the priority and assurance dividend, what is the total amount 
that is spent on regional parks and what does that represent in terms of a percentage reduction? 

Answer:  The regional parks budget for 2001-2002 has been reduced from $2.350 million to $2.025 million 
which represents a 13.8 per cent reduction. The Government has given priority to implementing its commitment 
under the 'Protecting our old-growth forests' policy to establish 30 new national parks. An additional $2.504 
million in recurrent expenditure and an additional $2.050 in capital funds has been allocated for national parks in 
the current financial year. 

It should be noted that the higher than average reduction that has been applied to this activity will be reviewed 
prior to the next financial year to ensure that management and capital allocations are consistent with 
management plans and facilities development and maintenance plans for regional parks. 

Question:  The Hon Ed Dermer MLC asked: 

On page 643 the fourth initiative is the 16 inch Meade telescope in a new enclosure for scientific use with an 
electric CCD camera. What advantages may flow from the operation of that telescope? 

Answer:  The 16 inch Meade telescope has the second largest aperture of the Perth Observatory’s telescopes. The 
telescope is currently used for the very popular public star viewing nights. Although it is not a professional 
instrument, the Observatory intends to also adapt it for use for scientific purposes for tracking asteroids and 
comets. 

Question:  Hon Robyn McSweeney asked:  I refer to the second output relating to sustainable forest management 
on page 637 of the Budget Statements. How many hectares of jarrah and karri forest will be clear-felled this 
year and in each of the subsequent three years? 

Answer: Clearfelling is a silvicultural system that is used to produce sawlogs and other forest products and to 
regenerate the karri forest.  This system is not applied in the jarrah forest, where areas are harvested to a range of 
silvicultural objectives that includes regeneration release (gap), regeneration establishment (shelterwood), and 
thinning.  Some areas of jarrah forest are cleared in advance of mining operations or the construction of utilities.   

The total area harvested each year to the various silvicultural objectives will depend on a number of factors.  
These include the sawlog supply targets that are required, the combination of previous cutting history (and hence 
present standing timber volume) of the areas potentially available, and the silvicultural status of these areas 
(presence of jarrah lignotuberous stock).   

Future sawlog supply targets will be determined through the new Forest Management Plan process. Under its 
‘Protecting our old-growth forests’ policy the Government has begun a step down in the volume of timber cut, 
through the Business Exit Assistance program.  Precise estimates for areas to be harvested beyond 2001 are 
therefore not possible at this time.   

However, indicative figures for the area of karri to be clearfelled would be up to 1,500 ha in 2001 and 1000 
hectares in 2002. 
 


